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But to them autonomy, however turbid, was the supreme good. The new
Emperor on the contrary, determined to give peace and order to his
dominions, was resolved that this liberty should not last. It was the second
fatal antagonism of the reign.

^Frederick's first and most necessary task was to consolidate his heredi-
tary realm on lines laid down by the Norman dynasty, but far more
developed. First of all, he must restore the demesne, squandered by his
father and guardians, and usurped under forged diplomas, and he must
extirpate rebellion. Two men who now entered his service were to serve
him well: Roffredo of Benevento, an eminent professor of law first at
Bologna, then at Arezzo, whom he made a judge of the Great Curia; and
a low-born Capuan, Peter della Vigna, now made a royal notary. A
series of revendications formed the first step: Sora was taken from Richard
del Conti; the Abbot of Monte Cassino lost his criminal jurisdiction;
Siegfried, DiepokTs brother, lost his fiefs and was sent with him to Ger-
many, At Capua in December 1S20 Frederick held the first General
Court of the kingdom, and promulgated twenty chapters of assizes or
constitutions, dealing with fiefs, the demolition of "adulterine11 castles,
the construction and administration of royal castles, the investigation
into the validity of titles to lands, and the reform of the Norman judicial
system. "We," said the Emperor, "who have received from the hand of
the Lord the sceptre of the Empire and the rule of the kingdom of Sicily,
announce to all our faithful subjects of the aforesaid kingdom what is
our will and pleasure." In a General Court at Messina (May-July 1221)
this autocrat added some censorial constitutions against dicers, blasphe-
mers, Jews (for whom a distinctive garb was prescribed), prostitutes, and
scurrilous jongleurs. These were the first nucleus of the Frederician
legislation. During the next ten years other less precisely known laws
were issued; they probably included the ten years'freedom from taxation
for immigrants, the stricter regulation of notaries and advocates, the
duty of officials to denounce corruption in the administration, the prohi-
bition of pledging plough-oxen or agricultural implements, the just price
to be paid tailors, cobblers, and carpenters, the punishment of false coining
and fraudulent goods. The reform of abuses public and private is the
obvious aim of this legislative activity.

Meanwhile Frederick was attacking open rebels like Thomas, Count of
Molise and Celano, on the mainland and Morabit with his Saracens in the
island. The rebel count held out for three years, and then went into
exile through papal mediation; during his absence Frederick confiscated
his lands. The Saracens, supplied with munitions by the Genoese who
were indignant at the loss of their special privileges in Sicily, at first
repelled the Count of Malta. In 1222 the Emperor himself entered the
Val di Mazzara and captured the fortress of Giato with Morabit, whom
he hanged at Palermo. Next summer he attacked the Muslims on several
sides, and compelled numbers of them to surrender. With them he